
10.96-97: Pliny-Trajan correspondence
10.96:
1
sollemnis, -e (sollus=totus/annus) yearly, annual, recurring; solemn, festive, religious, 

ceremonial, customary
sollemne, -is subst., solemn feast, sacri!ce, religious rite, ceremony; 

custom
dominus, -!, m. owner, lord, master
refero, referre, rettuli , relatum bring back, refer
quis ... ?  quid ... ? who ... ?  what ... ?
melius compar. adv., better
vel conj., or, or rather, either ... or
cunct"tio, -#nis, f. delay, lingering, hesitation
ignorantia, -ae, f. ignorance
instru#, instruere, instrux!, instructum build in or into, set up, build; equip, furnish with; 

train; prepare, provide
cognitio, -#nis, f. getting to know, study, examination, investigation, 

knowledge of or acquaintance with a person or thing; 
idea, conception; recognition

Christi"nus, -!, m. Christian
intersum, interesse, interfu! be between, be among, be present at, take part in
numquam adv., never
ideo adv., therefore, for the reason that, for that reason
nescio, nescire, nescivi not know
qu"tenus adv., how far; to what extent; in so far as, since, seeing 

that
punior, punir i, punitus sum punish
quaero, quaerere, quaesivi, quaesitum search for, seek

2
mediocriter (mediocris) adv., moderately, tolerably, not extraordinarily
haesit#, -"re (freq. of haereo) stick fast, remain fast, hesitate; be undecided, be at a 

loss
aliquot | aliquod indecl. adj., some, several
discr!men, -inis, n. (discerno) that which divides, the dividing line, space between, 

interval; distinction, di"erence, turning-point, critical 
moment; crisis, hazard, danger

aetas, -atis, f. lifetime, age, generation
quamlibet (quamlubet) adv., as much as you please, ever so much
r#bustus, -a, -um (robor) of hard wood, esp.  of oak, oaken; strong, powerful, 

!r m
di$er#, di$ere, distul!, d!l"tum carry in di"erent directions, spread abroad, scatter, 

spread; harass, disturb; delay, postpone, put o"; in-
trans., di"er, be di"erent, di"er from

detur, p p subj of do, dare
paenitentia, -ae, f. (paeniteo) repentance, regret
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venia, -ae, f. grace, indulgence, kindness, favor; permission; par-
don, forgiveness

omnino entirely, altogether
d%sin#, d%sinere, d%si!, d%situm leave o", cease, give over, desist, stop, end, end in
pr#sum, pr#desse, pr#fu!, pr#fut&rus be useful, do good, bene!t , pro!t
nomen, -inis, n. name
'" gitium, -!, n. disgraceful action, shameful crime, shame, disgrace, 

scandal; scoundrel, rascal
cohaerentia, -ae, f. coherence, cohesion
cohaere#, cohaer%re, cohaes!, cohaesum cling together, have coherence, subsist, hold together; 

be coherent or consistent, hang together, be connected
p&ni# (poeni#), -!re, -!v!, -itus | p&nior, -!r!, p&nitus sum (poena) reg. | dep., punish; avenge
interim adv., meanwhile, in the meantime, for the time being; 

however; sometimes
tamquam adv., so as, just as, like as; tamquam si, just as if
d%fer#, d%ferre, d%tul!, d%l"tum bring down, carry down; bring or carry away; bring 

certain things to the appropriate place
modus, -!, m. measure, bound, limit; manner, method, mode, way; 

moderation

3
interrogo, interrogare, interrogavi, interrogatum ask, question, interrogate, examine
con(t eor, con(t eri, confessus sum confess, admit, acknowledge, reveal, disclose, concede
interum adv., again, a second time; iterum atque iterum, 

again and again
terti# adv., (abl.) for the third time, thirdly
supplicium, -!, n. keeling down, either in entreaty or to receive punish-

ment; humble entreaty, supplication, prayer; punish-
ment; esp., capital punishment

minor, min" r! just out, project; threaten, menace
persev%r#, -"re, -"v!, -"tum persist, persevere, continue, endure
duci, pres pass inf duco
iubeo, iubere, iussi, iussum order, command
neque, nec conj., and not, nor
qu" liscumque (-cunqe), qu" lecumque of whatever kind, of whatever sort, of what quality 

soever; any, without exception, any whatever
fateor, fat%r!, fasus sum confess, admit, allow; reveal, make known
pertin"ci a, -ae, f. (pertinax) !r mness, determination, persistence, obstinacy, stub-

bornness
certe adv., surely, certainly
in'e xibilis, -e in#exible, unbending, stubborn, unrelenting
obstin" tio, -#nis, f. (obstino) resolution, persistence, determination, !r mness, stub-

bornness, obstinacy
p&ni# (poeni#), -!re, -!v!, -itus | p&nior, -!r!, p&nitus sum (poena) reg. | dep., punish; avenge

4
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similis, -e like, resembling, similar; as subst., simile, -is, resem-
blance

"mentia, -ae, f. insanity, madness, folly
quia conj., because
adnot#, -"re, -"v!, -"tum note, remark on; librum, make remarks on a book
remitt#, remittere, rem!s!, remissum send or take back; slacken, relax; dismiss
tract#, -"re, -"v!, -"tum (freq. of traho) drag along, haul, pull about; handle, manage, deal; 

gen., treat, handle, manage; conduct; behave onself 
towards a person

tract"tus, -&s, m. handling, working, management; treatment
di$und#, di$undere, di$&d!, di$&sum (dis/fundo) pour in di"erent directions, spread out; dif-

fuse, spread, extend; make to relax, brighten up, glad-
den

cr!men, -inis, n. accusation, charge, crime, o"ense
pl&s, pl&ris, n. more
species, -%i, f. gen. and dat. pl. not found; seeing, view, look; sight, 

look; in gen., shape, form, outward appearance; beau-
tiful form, beauty; outward show; vision, dream, 
phantom; representation, image, statue; appearance, 
pretext, pretense; notion, idea; kind, species, division 
of a genus

incid#,1 incidere, incid!, inc"sum (in/cado) fall in or on; occur, happen, Ôcrop upÕ

5
pr#p#n#, pr#p#nere, pr#posu!, pr#positum put forward, propose, put on view, expose, display
libellus, -!, m. (dim. of liber, liber!, m. book) little book; notice, 

placard
auctor, -#ris, m. originator, causer, doer, author, increaser, supporter
continens, -entis lying near, adjacent, bordering upon; hanging to-

gether, continuous, unbroken; temperate, moderate
praeeo, -!re, -!v! | -i!, -itum go before, precede; go over beforehand; dictate, go over 

a form of words; order, command
appell#, -"re, -"v!, -"tum call, call (by name), name, call to, address, speak to, 

address (as)
im" g#, im"ginis, f. image, copy, likeness, representation; idea, conception
propter + acc. because of, on account of
simul"crum, -!, n. image, likeness, portrait, e$gy
numen, -inis, n. nodding with the head, nod; esp. of a deity, divine 

will, divine command, might of a deity, majesty, di-
vinity

a$er# (adfer#), a$erre, attul!, all"tum + dat. (ad/fero) bring or carry to, bring, apply; cause, 
bring about

t&s (th&s), t&ris, n. (cf. !"#$ ) incense, frankincense
v!num, -!, n. wine
supplic#, supplic"re + dat. (supplex) kneel, beseech, entreat, beg, supplicate, pray to
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praetere" besides, moreover, beyond this, further; a%er this, 
herea%er

male, p%ius, pessime adv., badly, ill, wickedly; unsuccessfully, unfortunately
c#g#, c#gere, co%g!, co"ctum bring, drive, draw to one point, bring together, collect; 

bring close together, compress; restrict, con!n e; compel 
verus, -a, -um true, real, genuine
d!mitt#, -ere, d!m!s!, d!missum send out, send away, send in di"erent directions, send 

(word) round, dismiss, let go, break up, disband, give 
up, leave, renounce, abandon

6
index, -icis, m. (in/dico) one that informs or indicates, informer, spy; fore!n ger
nomin#, -"re name, call
d%sin#, d%sinere, d%si!, d%situm leave o", cease, give over, desist, stop, end, end in
ante + acc. before (in place of time), in front of; adv., before, pre-

viously
triennium, -!, n. (tres/annus) space of three years
v!gint! indecl. num. adj., twenty
simul"crum, -!, n. image, likeness, portrait, e$gy
veneror, -"r! dep., ask reverently, beseech with awe, revere, respect, 

worship, honor, adore, venerate

7
a)r m# (ad(rm#), -"re, -"v!, -"tum a$r m, strengthen, assert, attest, support, present evi-

dence
summus, -a, -um highest, greatest, extreme
culpa, -ae, f. fault, blame
error, -#ris, m. a wandering about; wavering, uncertainty; 

error, mistake; source of error, deception
soli tus, -a, -um (soleo) accustomed, wonted, habitual, usual, customary
st#, st"re, stet!, stat&rus stand, stand still or !r m
sist#, sistere, stit!, st"tum (connected w. sto) cause to stand, set, place; produce, cause, appear in 

court; pass., appear in court; stop, bring to a stand, 
check; make !rm settle !rmly, establish, set up; place 
oneself, stand; appear, present oneself in court; stand 
still, halt; stand !r m

conveni#, conven!re, conv%n!, conventum come together, meet, assemble; !t, agree with
carmen, carminis, n. song, poem
invicem (in/vicem) adv., in turn, by turns, alternately; mutually, 

reciprocally
sacr"mentum, -!, n. (sacro) that which binds or obliges a person; guaranty; oat of 

allegiance; oath, solemn promise; sacrament
scelus, -eris, n. crime, evil deed, impious action, misfortune, calam-

ity; scoundrel, rascal
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obstring#, obstringere, obstrinx!, obstrictum bind, bind up, tie fast; oblige, put under an 
obligation, bind by an oath; entangle, involve, con!n e

furtum, -! n. (fur) the%, robbery, stolen property; underhand methods, 
trick, deceit; secret or stolen love

latr#cinium, -!, n. (latrocinor) military service as a mercenary; robbery, highway 
robbery, brigandage, piracy, villainy, roguery; band of 
robbers

adulterium, -!, n. adultery
committ#, committere, comm!s!, commissum unite, connect, combine; commit, entrust
fall#, fallere, fefell!, falsum deceive, put wrong, lead astray, cause to be mistaken
d%p#n#, d%p#nere, d%posu!, d%positum put down, take o"; deposit, commit, entrust
d%positus, -a, -um laid out, dying, despaired of, dead
d%positum, -!,n. deposit
appell#, -"re, -"v!, -"tum call, call (by name), name, call to, address, speak to, 

address (as)
abneg#, -"re deny, refuse
perag#, peragere, per%g!, peractum pass through, go through, go over, mention; drive 

about, harass, disquiet; carry through, complete, !n -
ish, accomplish

m#s, m#ris, m. manner, custom, way, habit
disc%d#, disc%dere, discess!, discessum go asunder, part, separate, depart, go away, scatter, 

deviate, digress
coe#, co!re, coi!, coitum come together, assemble, engage, unite
pr#miscuus, -a, -um mixed, in common, indiscriminate, promiscuous
innoxius, -a, -um innoxious, harmless, innocent
d%sin#, d%sinere, d%si!, d%situm leave o", cease, give over, desist, stop, end, end in
%dictum, -!, m. decree, edict
secudus, -a, -um second; favorable
mand"tum, -!, n. commission, charge, order, mandate
hetair ia (hetaeria), -ae, f. (%&'()*' ) society, secret society, guild
vet# (vot#), vet"re, vetu!, vetitum forbid, prohibit

8
necess"rius, -a, -um necessary, unavoidable, inevitable
ancilla, -ae, f. female slave, maidservant
ministra, -ae, f. female subordinate, servant, attendant, assistant, 

supporter, aider, helper
v%rum, -!, n. the truth, reality
tormentum, -!, n. (torqueo) instrument for twisting, winding, pressing; the rack or 

any instrument of torture; suasion, pressure, torture, 
torment

superstiti#, -#nis, f. unreasonable idea, esp. about religion; superstition, 
fanaticism

pr"vus, -a, -um crooked, irregular, deformed, perverse, depraved, vi-
cious

immodicus, -a, -um immoderate, excessive, beyond measure, moderate
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9
ide# (id/eo) adv., on that account, therefore, for that reason, for 

that purpose
di$er#, di$ere, distul!, d!l"tum carry in di"erent directions, spread abroad, scatter, 

spread; harass, disturb; delay, postpone, put o"; in-
trans., di"er, be di"erent, di"er from

cogniti#, -#nis, f. getting to know, study, examination, investigation, 
knowledge of or acquaintance with a person or thing; 
idea, conception; recognition

consul#, consulere, consulu!, consultum re#ect, consult, consider, ask the advice of, refer to
d%curr#, d%currere, d%cucurr! | -curr!, d%cursum run down, hasten down, move down; run in a 

race, run towards the goal; run through, traverse; 
have recourse to, take refuge in

consult"ti#, -#nis, f. (consulto) full consideration, deliberation, consultation, a case or 
subject under consideration, an asking for advice, in-
quiry

maxim% (maxum%) (magis) adv., especially, very, in the highest degree, most of all
propter + acc. because of, on account of, by reason of
per!cli tor, -"r!, -"tus sum (periculum) dep., try, make a trial, venture, test, prove; be in dan-

ger, endanger, risk
numerus, -!, m. number
#rd#, #rdinis, m. rank, class, order
uterque, utraque, utrumque each of two both, each side, each set
sexus, -&s, m. sex
neque, nec conj., and not, nor
c!vit"s, c!vit"tis, f. state, citizenship, the condition or rights of a citizen; 

city, town
v!cus, -!, m. quarter or district of a town or a street; village, ham-

let; estate, country-seat
cont"gi#, -#nis, f. (contingo) touching, contact, touching something unclean, conta-

gion, infection, moral infection, bad companionship, 
evil example

cont"gium, -!, n. (contingo) touch, contact, harmony, fellow-feeling, infection, con-
tagion, moral infection

pervagor, -"r! dep., wander through, rove about, wander through; be 
widely spread; pervade

sist#, sistere, stit!, st"tum (connected w. sto) cause to stand, set, place; produce, cause, appear in 
court; pass., appear in court; stop, bring to a stand, 
check; make !rm settle !rmly, establish, set up; place 
oneself, stand; appear, present oneself in court; stand 
still, halt; stand !r m

corrig#, corrigere, corr%x!, correctum put straight, reduce to order, set right, correct

10
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const#, const"re, onstit!, const"tum stand together, be composed, consist; depend upon, 
rest upon; correspond to, be consistent with; stand 
!r m, stand still

prope adv., near; a short time ago, just now; nearly
prope + acc. near to, next to, close on, not far from
d%s#l"tus, -a, -um forsaken, desolate
d%s#l#, -"re (solus) leave solitary, forsake
celebr#, celebr"re celebrate, visit frequently or in large numbers, !l l
sacrum, -!, n. holy thing or place; sacri!ce or sacri!ci al victim; pl., 

sacra, -orum, holy things or places, sacred rites, wor-
ship

sollemne, -is, n. subst., solemn feast, sacri!ce, religious rite, ceremony; 
custom

intermitt#, -mittere, -m!s!, -missum leave a space between, leave free; separate, break o"; 
discontinue, interrupt, suspend

repet#, repetere, repet!v!, repet!tum seek again, fetch back, make for again; ask or demand 
back or again

passim adv., here and there, up and down, far and wide
caro, carnis, f. #esh
victima, -ae, f. animal o"ered in sacri!ce, victim
r"rus, -a, -um rare, infrequent, loose, thin
emptor, -#ris, m. (emo) buyer, purchaser
facile adv., easily
facilis, -e easy
opinor, -"r! dep., be of opinion, believe, suppose, conjecture
turba, -ae, f. crowd
%mend#, -"re free from errors, emend, correct, improve
paenitentia, -ae, f. (paeniteo) repentance, regret

10.97:
1
excuti#, excutere, excuss!, excussum (ex/quatio) shake o", shake out, cast out, put away, drive 

out; search, examine, investigate
d%fer#, d%ferre, d%tul!, d%l"tum bring down, carry down; bring or carry away; bring 

certain things to the appropriate place
neque, nec conj., and not, nor
&niversum, -!, n. the whole, the whole world, the universe; in &niver-

sum, in general, generally
aliqu!, aliquae (aliqua), aliquod adj., some, any; some other
certus, -a, -um certain, de!n ite, sure, reliable
f#rma, -ae, f. form, shape

prepared by J.M. OÕClair, ancientstudy.wordpress.com

7

http://ancientstudy.wordpress.com
http://ancientstudy.wordpress.com


2
c#nstitu#, -ere, c#nstitu!, c#nstit&tum cause to stand, set up, place, establish; post, station, 

arrange; settle, found, set up; of persons, appoint to 
an o$ce; settle, !x upon an amount of time; decide

d%fer# (see above)

argu#, -uere, -u!, -&tum (!"#$%, &"#'"(%) put in clear light, declare, prove, argue, betray; accuse, 
blame, charge, expose, convict, censure, complain of

manifestus, -a, -um (manus/fendo, lit., struck with the hand) palpable, 
clear, visible, plain, evident, manifest, caught out, de-
tected

supplic#, supplic"re + dat. (supplex) kneel, beseech, entreat, beg, supplicate, pray to, esp., 
pray to the gods

quamv!s (quam/volo) adv., as much as you please, ever so much; conj., how-
ever much, although

suspectus, -a, -um suspected
praeteritus, -a, -um past, gone by
praetere#, -!re, -!v! | -i!, -!tum go by, pass by; escape notice of, be unknown to; pass 

by, pass over
venia, -ae, f. grace, indulgence, kindness, favor; permission; par-

don, forgiveness
paenitentia, -ae, f. (paeniteo) repentance, regret
impetr#, -"re (in/patro) get, obtain, accomplish, e"ect
auctor, -#ris, m. originator, causer, doer, author, increaser, supporter
pr#p#n#, pr#p#nere, pr#posu!, pr#positum put forward, propose, put on view, expose, display
pr#positum, -!, n. intention, design, plan, purpose
libellus, -!, m. (dim. of liber, liber!, m. book) little book; notice, 

placard
cr!men, -inis, n. accusation, charge, crime, o"ense
pessimus, -a, -um worst, very bad
exemplum, -!, n. example
saeculum, -!, n. generation, age, the times
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